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 NATIONAL AND COUNCIL OF STATES ELECTIONS 2019
 On 20 October, after 4 years, the Swiss 
people elect their members of parlia-
ment. More than 4500 men and wo-
men run for seats in Bern on hundreds 
of lists drawn from numerous parties. 
According to forecasts, the Greens and 

Green liberals are continuing their upward trend.
Despite losses, the SVP clearly remains the strongest party.         
Bild : SRF

 IMPEACHMENT PROCEDURE AGAINST TRUMP
President Trump›s political opponents 
suspect him of having asked Ukrainian 
President Volodimir Selensky to inves-
tigate allegations of corruption against 
his political rival Joe Biden and his son. 
The president›s behaviour is said to have 

been illegal. The reasons given for an impeachment trial are 
treason, bribery or other crimes, whether Trump committed 
these crimes, but they still have to be proven.      
 

 THE GLOBAL ECONOMY IS STAGNATING
 The WTO allows the US to impose puni-
tive tariffs on EU products due to illicit 
subsidies from the EU to the Airbus 
group. Further punitive tariffs in the 
dispute with China have brought world 
change to a standstill, and Switzerland 

is now feeling the effects. For them, export consumption and pri-
vate consumption (domestic consumption) are decisive for econo-
mic growth. If exports weaken, as the KOF states in a forecast this 
week, people in Switzerland will have to consume more privately.  
 

 70 YEARS PEOPLES›S REPUBLIC CHINA
 China is celebrating itself. On the occa-
sion of the 70th anniversary, the state 
founder of the People›s Republic of 
China is honoured. Despite hunger 
catastrophes, a surveillance state, per-
secutions of dissidents and other poli-

tical crimes, the founder of the state still enjoys great prestige 
today.
Although China has the second largest world economy, many 
Chinese live in poverty. President Xi Jinping wants to fight pover-
ty in China on a sustainable basis.
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a)  What authority does the federal parliament (NR +SR) embody? 

b)  What are the names of the other two authorities? 

c)  What‘s the fourth power in the state? 

d)  What are the two largest parties in Switzerland? 

e)  Which procedure is used in most cantons to elect the National Councils, and which is 
used to elect the Council of States? 

f)  What possibilities do you have to change the electoral lists?  

g)  Name two actions that invalidate an electoral list.  

a) Why is an impeachment procedure being initiated against Trump? 

b)  Welche Partei leitet in diesem Skandal das Amtsenthebungsverfahren ein?  

c)  Which chamber in the American parliamentary system will make the final decision on 
the removal of Trump from office? 

d)  Which two chambers in Switzerland correspond to the American two chambers? 

e)  How will the impeachment procedure end and why? 

(Individual answers)

a)  What does the WTO mean? 

b)  Why are punitive tariffs harmful for an exporting nation like Switzerland? 

c)  How is economic growth measured? 

d)  Which factors mainly influence the Swiss economic system? 

e)  What is the economic research centre KOF (Konjunkturforschungsstelle)?  

f)  Which two largest economies are primarily responsible for the stagnating global 
economy?

 

a)  How many years has the People‘s Republic of China been in existence? 

b)  What form of government does China have? 

c)  What are the characteristics of a dictatorship? 

d)  What‘s the name of China‘s president? 

I Is it ethically justifiable to conceal the true deeds of a natio-
nal hero (founder of a state)?

ETHICAL QUES-
TION ?
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LANGUAGE EXERCISE: ELECTION POSTERS FOR THE 2019 PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

Search the Internet for a poster of the 2019 National and Council of States elections. Describe in 8-12 sentences what you see on the poster and 
comment on it. 

The language mandate therefore contains a description and a statement, so your text should contain two elements.
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 Sachlich genaue Fromulierungen
 Fachbegriffe verwenden
 Aussagekräftige Adjektive, Verben verwenden 
 Einfacher übersichtlicher Satzbau
 Zeitform : Gegenwart
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