
POLITICS-ECONOMICS
Politik und Wirtschaft als aktuelle Prozesse

FREMDWÖRTERGrundlagen / Strukturwissen im Buch ‹ Staat und Wirtschaft ›

Autoren : Hanspeter Maurer und Christoph Rothenfluh Politics-Economics : Alle Rechte vorbehalten

 AMAZONAS IN FLAMES
Around 79,000 individual fires have 
broken out in the Amazon region. The 
Amazon states have now declared a 
state of emergency. Environmentalists 
suspect slash-and-burn as the cause, 
but the Brazilian president accuses 

environmentalists of deliberately setting fires. Experts warn of 
incalculable ecological consequences.                                               Bild : 

SRF

 FREE TRADE AGREEMENT BECOMES CLIMATE ISSUE
 Following the EU, Switzerland (together 
with EFTA) has also reached an agree-
ment with the South American Mer-
cosur states on a free trade zone. The 
tariffs of up to 35 percent would thus 
be abolished in future. 

In the long term, Switzerland would gain around 260 million 
potential new customers under this agreement.  
However, criticism comes from the Farmers  Association. It 
questions the sustainability of agriculture, especially in Brazil. 
There is also resistance from the Greens and environmental  
associations.                       .   
Bild : SRF

 ELECTIONS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL  AND COUNCIL 
OF STATES

On 20 October, after 4 years, the Swiss 
people re-elected their members of 
parliament. There are 200 seats in the 
National Council and 45 seats in the 
Council of States. More than 4,500 men 
and women promote themselves to 

their voters for a seat in one of the two chambers.                                           Bild : 

SRF

 BREXIT TAKES ANOTHER LOOP
The new British Prime Minister took 
office with the promise that on 31 Oc-
tober 2019 Great Britain would in any 
case leave EU . In this delicate situation, 
the Prime Minister is sending Parliament 
on a five-week recess. The Queen has 

approved this action. Nevertheless, many Britons disagree. The 
Prime Minister sells it as a move to put pressure on the EU to 
amend the withdrawal treaty.                                                                                              Bild : 

SRF
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a)  Which countries are part of the Amazon? 

b)  Name the three largest rainforest areas in the world.  

c)  What is the significance of rainforests?   

d)  Why are rainforests cleared? 

a) What does EFTA mean? 

b)  What does Mercosur mean? 

c)  Which Swiss industries benefit and which see disadvantages? 

 

d)  What are the major Mercosur states? 

e)  What is a free trade zone? 

 

f)  Why do the environmental associations oppose such an agreement? 

a)  How many members does the National Council (NR) or the Council of States (SR) have? 

b)  Who does the NR or SR represent? NR: ____________________SR: _____________

c)  How long is the term of office of a NR/SR? 

d)  What is the important role of Parliament in the separation of powers? 

e)  Why are there two parliamentary chambers in Switzerland? 

f) What are Parliament‘s main tasks? 

a)  What is the name of the newly elected British Prime Minister?  

b)  What important promise did he make? 

c)  What are the names of the two chambers in the British Parliament? 

d)  What‘s the Queen of England‘s name? 

d)  What is the challenge in Brexit Poker with the EU? 

To what extent should climate protection be promoted 
at the expense of prosperity?ETHISCHE  

GRUNDFRAGE ?
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LANGUAGE ASSIGNMENT ON THE SUBJECT OF ONLINE CONSUMPTION

View the 10 to 10 article «How much time do young people spend online?» from 26.8.19

What do you do to reduce your online consumption? Comment and reflect on your online

Consumption in 10-12 sentences. 

19.10     01.07.2019 – 01.09.2019

 Gliederung des Textes ( Einführung, Argumente, Schlussfolgerung )
 Logische Verknüpfung der Argumente
 Auf sich bezogen (reflektierend)
 Persönliche Meinung, Wertung klar zum Ausdruck bringen
 Zeitform : Gegenwart
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