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 THE CONFEDERATION ACHIEVED A SURPLUS IN 2018
 For years, the Confederation has been 
earning much more than expected - 
almost CHF 3 billion in 2018 instead 
of the expected CHF 0.3 billion. That 
is ten times more than budgeted. One 
reason for the federal government›s 

budget surplus is the so-called debt brake as well as economic 
policy considerations, in other words, it should adopt an an-
ti-cyclical stance. Not everyone is pleased. Left-wing finance 
politicians accuse the federal government of deliberately 
making wrong forecasts for years and of abstaining from the 
people. Bild : SRF

 JOB PARADIE SWITZERLAND
 The Swiss economy is booming and 
the number of employees has been 
rising continuously for ten years. Over 
5 million people worked in Switzer-
land in the fourth quarter of 2018. 
This is good news for employers and 

employees alike. Nevertheless, the global economy is expec-
ted to cool down in 2019. Bild : SRF

 «FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT SWITZERLAND-EU
 The ministers for Europe of the 28 EU 
states note that the bilateral agree-
ments have reached their limits. They 
back the EU Commission, which de-
mands that the framework agreement 
be approved by spring. The adjust-

ments to the free trade agreement and the cohesion payments 
to poorer EU countries will be discussed. The consultations of 
the Federal Council are slowly entering the hot phase.  Since 
last week, two Swiss parties have spoken out in favour of the 
framework agreement, and the Swiss government has been in 
favour of it. Bild : SRF

 PATERNITY LEAVE - MARRIAGE FOR ALL
The pressure for more paternity leave 
is increasing, and large companies 
such as Novartis (14 weeks paternity 
leave) are showing the way. A 2017 
initiative requires four weeks, the 
counterproposal two weeks. The Fe-

deral Assembly, the political parties and the business associa-
tions will give their opinion.
Parliament has also discussed the question of marriage for 
all. Bild : SRF

 LICENSE TO SMOKE WEED
The use of cannabis is prohibited in 
Switzerland. For research purposes, 
however, it is to be exempted from 
punishment - according to the Fede-
ral Council. The Federal Council has 
submitted a corresponding amend-

ment to the law to parliament. Bild : SRF
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a) How much surplus did the Confederation achieve in 2018? ¨

b) What‘s the reason? 

c) How high is Switzerland‘s public debt?  

d)  Which instrument in Switzerland prevents the state from incurring debt? 

e)  What does economic policy mean by „anti-cyclical behaviour“? 

a)  How many people worked in Switzerland in the fourth quarter? 

b)  What are the three economic sectors called? 

 

c)  Wie heisst die Konjunkturphase in der sich die Schweizer Wirtschaft momentan 
befindet?  

d)  What impact does the shortage of skilled labour have on their wages? 

a)  What does the Framework Agreement regula 

b)  What are the consequences for Switzerland of non-signature? 

c)  Which two major Swiss parties are now in favour of the Framework Agree-
ment? 

a)  How many days paternity leave do you have under today‘s law? 

b)  How long does maternity leave last? 

c)  Are homosexual couples allowed to marry in Switzerland? 

d)  In which law book are family law provisions recorded? 

 

a)  What law prohibits the use of cannabis? 

b)  How many people in Switzerland regularly consume cannabis?

c)  Is possession of cannabis a criminal offence? 

 

d)  What is the name of the active substance contained in cannabis? 

Is it ethically justifiable for homosexuals to be allowed to 
marry?

ETHICAL QUES-
TION ?
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SPEECH / LANGUAGE ASSIGNMENT ON TOPIC 4: «MARRIAGE FOR ALL»

See the Tagesschau article «Marriage for all» - the comparison with foreign countries  
(TS from 15.2.19, duration 2:47) to 
https://www.srf.ch/play/tv/tagesschau/video/ehe-fuer-alle-der-vergleich-mit-dem-ausland? 
id=114f150c-3083-472e-9f47-7b4ee652f09d (QR code right) 
 
Make a written statement on the subject of «Marriage for All» by making a formally correct  
Write a statement. Justify your opinion. 
Scope: 8-10 complete sentences 

19.03     11.02.2019 – 03.03.2019

  Klare Textgliederung: Einleitung, Hauptteil, Schluss (-folgerung)
	Einleitung: Bezug zum Thema
	Persönliche Meinung, klar wertend, Argumente, Begründungen
	Zurückhaltend, nicht beleidigend, aber bestimmt in der Formulierung
	Zeitform: Gegenwart (Präsens)

Inhalt/Form ( 5 Pkt. ) :  

Ausdrucksfähigkeit ( 4 Pkt. ) :  

Orthografie ( 3 Pkt. ) :  

Note/Bemerkungen :  


